Syllabus

Introduction to Archaeology (6 cr.) MA Level
Spring 2023
Lecturer: Aida Abdykanova 

Email: abdykanova_a@auca.kg  
Office hours: W. 14:00-16:00
Class time: W: 17:00, 18.25
Room: 410
Course goal:
Archaeology is the study of past cultures and societies through their material remains. The main goal of the course is to provide an understanding the history of the humanity on the base of studying of material remains. We will explore different varieties of archaeology and examine theory, methods, and techniques for investigating, reconstructing, interpreting, preserving, and ultimately, learning from the past. We will then briefly review human cultural chronology from the time of the first people, the earliest Paleolithic ages, to the present, and deal with not only the artifact remains but also important social, economic, and even ideological questions, such as those on the origins of food production, social inequality, and civilization. We will also examine exciting discoveries that make the news during the semester.
Learning outcomes:

After completion of the course students are expected
- to get the basic knowledge about human prehistory and history, 
- to outline the development of archaeology as a science, 
- to be able to use archaeological theory and methods in fieldwork and writing reports, 
- to be informed about variety of scientific methods used in analysis of archaeological materials, 
- to specify and evaluate cultural heritage objects, 
- to improve presentations and critical thinking skills.
Requirements: 

Class Participation: Classes include lectures, discussions on basis of readings and articles, films, and slide presentations. Lectures include materials beyond that in your texts for which you will be responsible on exams, so note-taking and attendance are required. 

Class participation will be graded, usually when attendance is taken. It includes:

(1) General discussion, asking/answering questions in the classroom, quizzes and other oral and written assignments within seminar classes.
(2) Specific assignments in the form of seminar notes to find additional material about subject (whether an archaeological technique or a specific site or research question) from the library, Internet, or any source, and submit to the e-course or report to the class.
(3) Book presentation and review papers. Students have to choose one of the books given in the special list on ecourse, read it, and make presentation. Timing for presentation is 30-40 minutes. Review papers will be written for one book and movie by student’s choice. Links to books and movies are provided on e-course. Reading, presenting and reviewing books for Master students are necessary.

(4) Field trip: students have an opportunity to participate in at least one field trip on Saturday or Sunday to the nearest archaeological sites around Bishkek, represented mostly by ruins of medieval cities such as Krasnaya Rechka (Nevaket), Ak-Beshim (Suyab), Burana (Balasagyn), Novopokrovka I and II, etc. or visit more remote areas such as Yssyk-Kol, Kochkor Valleys. Participation will be graded.
(5) Lab work: attendance of lab work is obligatory. This lab is devoted to some specific works with archaeological material.
(6) Outdoor activities: most of seminar classes will be in the form of outdoor activities to practice field methods. 
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Class policies
Cheating and other academic dishonesty are dealt with severely, according to AUCA policy. Respectful behavior in the classroom is required: do your errands, phone calls, and pit stops before class; turn off cell phones; do not arrive late, leave early, or otherwise disrupt the class.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

1. Introduction: What is science? What is History? What is Social Science? What is Anthropology? What is Archaeology?

[Histories of the discipline, epistemology, philosophy of science]
2. Theory in Archaeology 

[culture-history approach, processual and post-processual theories]
3. Things in context and time
[culture, data and context, chronology and periodization]
4. Methods in Archaeology

Part I. Field Methods [survey, excavation]
Part II. Dating [interdisciplinary approach]

Part III. Analyses [artefacts, typology, technology]

5. Ethics [interpretations of the past, archaeology and politics, nationalism]
6. Archaeology: who owns the past?

Part I: Authenticity [Learning from the past? Preservation and politics, cosmopolitanism, economic development, tourism, repatriation, the meaning of time]

Part II: Meaning [Putting it all together: research design, community-based research, human subjects]

Required Textbook:

1. Brıan M. Fagan Archaeology. A brief introduction, Santa Barbara 1987.
2. Brıan M. Fagan In the Begınnıng: An Introduction to Archaeology, Santa Barbara 1991.

3. Colin Renfrew, Raul Bahn Archaeology (Theories, Methods, and Practice), New-York, 2004.

4. Jane Mcintosh The Practical Archaeologist, New-York, 1986.

Web-sources:

http://www.saa.org/publications/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/archaeology/
http://www.indiana.edu/~arch/saa/matrix/ia.html 

Also, you can find all required materials on AUCA e-course system.

