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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Why do people kill, abuse and threaten? Is it your responsibility or others to prevent violence and stop it? The course discusses the issues of violence in human society from a comparative anthropological perspective. Examples of these contain different types, ranging from global conflicts, state violence, and the organized crime to personal abuse and neglect. Case studies are drawn from different countries and introduce students to some of the methodological aspects related to doing fieldworks in dangerous locations and risky situations. They will also think and learn the positive and possible sources for peace and conflict resolutions.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

• Know main concepts related to violence within anthropology and social sciences.

• Develop analytic insights to understand contemporary reasons and forms of violence.
• Be able to apply knowledge to enhance own data collection and research around violence studies. 
• Work in groups to present and discuss an ethnographic case study illustrating how different types of violence intersect.
REQUIRED LITERATURE:

Violence in War and Peace. An Anthology. Ed.by Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgois, Malden: Blackwell, 2004. AUCA library GN 495.2 V56 2004.
 Anthropology of Violence and Conflict, London, New York: Routledge, 2001. AUCA library GN494.5 A58 2001
Foucault, 1979. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.
Most readings are available at Anthropology of Violence e-course. 
  
CLASS REQUIREMENTS: 
Attendance and participation (30%): Students should actively and meaningfully discuss the class topics and materials. Missing more than 4 classes without a reasonable explanation and provision of the medical report, will result in failure of this course. 
Mid-term 20%: multiple-choice test based on class materials.

Two presentations 30% (each 15%): each student should make two presentations on a biography or autobiography of a person who was/is a victim or perpetrator of violence/terror. You will give a presentation analyzing this figure from an anthropological perspective that you will gain through course readings, your own research, and class discussions.  
Final research paper 20%: students can define the topic of the final research paper independently, but before writing the draft/final version of the paper, it is necessary to discuss the chosen topic and bibliography with the instructor. The research paper should be double-spaced 8-10 page work. 
GRADING SYSTEM:
Your final grade will be determined as follows:

100-96 = A

95-91 = A-

90-86 = B+

85-81 = B

80-76 = B-

75-71 = C+

70-66 = C

65-61 = C-

60-56 = D+

55-51 = D

50-46 = D-

45 and lower = F

COURSE POLICY: 
According to AUCA Code of Conduct, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated during the course. 
“Plagiarism: A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person without appropriate acknowledgment. 
Cheating: A student must not use or attempt to use unauthorized assistance, materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise”. (see at: http://www.auca.kg/en/students/registrars_office_student/conduct).
Mobile phones are not allowed during the course. Please turn off your mobile phones and other electronic devices before attending the class.

COURSE OUTLINE:
Week 1. January 18. Introduction:  What and why is Violence?
Readings: 
Schmidt, B. Schroder I.W. Introduction: violent imaginaries and violent practices in Violence and Conflict, New York, 2001. 

Driver, Peter M. 1967. Toward an Ethology of Human Conflict. The Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 11, No. 3, pp. 361-374.
Film: Are we innately violent? A quest for the origin of violence by Juichi Yamagiwa TEDxKyotoUniversity, at   //www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilZdcUZZbq0.
Week 2. January 25.  Conceptualization of Violence through History 
Readings:
Foucault, M, 1979 Discipline and Punish. The Birth of the Prison (Part III, Chapter 1: Docile Bodies) Alan Sheridan, trans. New York: Vintage Books. pp. 135-169.
Activity: Film “the Dark Ages”, Documentary, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSvfiQkC49s.
Week 3. February 1. International and Local Laws and Norms against Violence  

Readings:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights// http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/

Johnson, J. T.1998 Human Rights and Violence in Contemporary Context. The Journal of Religious Ethics, Vol. 26, No. 2, pp. 319-328.

Week 4. February 8. Self-directed Violence and Socio-cultural Factors  
Readings:
Foucault, 1979. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (Part IV, the carceral, Chapter 4).
Schmidt, B. The interpretation of violent worldviews. Cannibalism and other violent images of the Caribbean in Anthropology of Violence and Conflict, pp. 76-94. 
Week 5. February 15. Violence, Colonialism and Empire 
 Ikejiaku B. ‘Crime’, poverty, political corruption and conflict in apartheid and post apartheid South Africa: The implications on economic development at http://www.academicjournals.org/article/article1381824210_Ikejiaku%20pdf.pdf, accessed on January 18, 2018. 
Edmonds P., and Johnston A. Empire, Humanitarianism and Violence in the Colonies at http://muse.jhu.edu/article/613279, accessed on January 18, 2018. 

Activity: in class discussions of letters and diaries of participants of the WWI and WWII at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/letters-first-world-war-1915/training-now-fully-equipped/.
Week 6. February 22. Migration, Borders and Diasporas 
Readings:

Thomas, D. The violence of Diaspora. E-Course. 

Schwandner-Siever S. The enactment of ‘tradition’ Albanian constructions of identity, violence and power in times of crisis in Anthropology of Violence and Conflict, Ch.5.
Activity: Rwanda Genocide documentary at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3DrvrrSgHI, accessed on January 18, 2018.
Week 7. March 1. Looking at Mahatma Gandhi’ Non-violence 
Readings: 

Mahatma Gandhi’s speech about violence. http://www.mkgandhi.org/nonviolence/phil2.htm.
Spinner-Halev, J. 2005 Hinduism, Christianity, and Liberal Religious Toleration in Political Theory, Vol. 33, No. 1, pp. 28-57. 
Week 8. March 15. Gender, Sexuality and Violence  
Readings: 
Declich, F. When silence makes history Gender and memories of war violence from Somalia in Anthropology of Violence And Conflict, ch.8.

Johnson P., M.1995 Patriarchal Terrorism and Common Couple Violence: Two Forms of Violence against Women in Marriage and Family, Vol. 57, No. 2, pp. 283-294.
Koenig, M. 2003 Women's Status and Domestic Violence in Rural Bangladesh: Individual- and Community-Level Effects. Demography, Vol. 40, No. 2, pp. 269-288. 
Activity: Guest Lecturer, Women crisis center in Bishkek.

Activity: Exploration of Global Database on Violence against Women at http://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en/countries/africa/rwanda
Midterm due 
Week 9. March 22. Everyday life and Interpersonal Violence  
Readings: 
Abbink, J. Violence and culture Anthropological and evolutionary-psychological reflections on inter-group in Anthropology of Violence and Conflict book, pp. 123-139.

conflict in southern Ethiopia 

Activity: Film Child Labor in Kyrgyzstan, OBCE project, 2006.
Week 10. March 29. Religion and Ritual Violence 
Readings: 
 Cavanaugh, W. Does Religion Cause Violence?
 At https:// bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2007/

 Kloos, P.A turning point? From civil struggle to civil war in Sri Lanka in Anthropology of Violence and Conflict, Ch.9.

Scheper-Hughes, N. 2004 Bodies, Deaths and Silence in War and Peace, ed. By Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgeois. Pp.175-186. Malden: Blackwell.

Activity: visiting world museums, Metropolitan, Hermitage  

Week 11.April 5. Environmental Violence 
Readings: 

Nagengast, C. 1994 Violence, Terror, and the Crisis of the State in Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol. 23 pp. 109-136.
Vila M., 2003. Environmental violence, liberalism, and responsibility, Pompeu Fabra University, at http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi. 
Week 12. April 12. Violence against Culture 
Readings: 

Manas Epic, Introduction http:// www.silkroadfoundation.org/folklore/manas/manasintro.html

The art property in army conflicts at https://www.slaughterandmay.com/media/2536554/the-cultural-property-armed-conflicts-act-2017.pdf, accessed on January 18, 2018.

Activity: Discussion on the “Languages in Danger” UNESCO Project. 
Week 13. April 19. Faces of Political Violence: Holocaust and Genocide  
Readings:

Staub, E. 2001 Geographic Aspects of Genocide: A Comparison of Bosnia and Rwanda in Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, New Series, Vol. 26, No. 1, pp. 57-75.
Morgan, M.1984  Jewish Ethics after the Holocaust in the Journal of Religious Ethics, Vol. 12, No. 2, pp. 256-277.
Activity: tour to the Kyrgyz Historical Museum, 1916 revolt in Central Asia, Ürkün.
Week 14. April 26. Roads to Peace and Conflict Resolution
Readings: 

Collins,K 2003 The Political Role of Clans in Central Asia in Comparative Politics, Vol. 35, No. 2 pp. 171-190.
Rehman, U. Conflict Resolution and Peacemaking in Islam: Toward Reconciliation and Complementarity

between Western and Muslim Approaches in Islamic Studies, Vol. 50, No. 1 (Spring 2011), pp. 55-69.
Elias, R. 2005 Commercial Pacifism and Protracted Conflict: Models from the Palestinian-Israeli Case in the Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 49, No. 3, pp. 360-382.
Final version of research paper due 
Week 15. May 3. Presentations and results
� This syllabus may be changed in inessential parts (e.g. replacement of reading assignments); students will be notified of any such change in advance.
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