Midterm Study Guide

As noted in class, you will have 1 hour and 15 minutes to complete the midterm. The test will be comprised of three parts:

(1) Defining key terms – you will be given three key terms to define (20% of your grade)

(2) Deciding a legal case – you will be given the facts of a border dispute and asked to decide where the border should lie. In justifying your decision, you should use sources from the class including but not limited to: the Western Sahara case, case law from the ICJ and PCA (summarized in the Carter Center reading), and – if your court is authorized to use scholarly writings as a source of law – other readings from the class. (40% of your grade)

(3) Answering a political / historical question – these questions are listed below. Please feel free to prepare an answer in advance (of not more than 2 typed pages!) on ONE of the questions below. To repeat: please CHOOSE ONLY ONE OF THE 2 POLITICAL/HISTORICAL QUESTIONS TO ANSWER.

Key concepts to be able to define, use, and explain its importance for our class:

Uti possidetus juris

Territorial integrity

Self-determination

Westphalian Peace of 1648

French Revolution of 1789

Additional questions you should know the answers to:

What sources of law can the International Court of Justice (ICJ) use in reaching its decisions?

What is the different between the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA)?

What were the questions put before the ICJ in the Western Sahara case?

What was the decision in the Western Sahara case? What was the decision based on?

What are some of the factors that courts will look at when deciding where a border line should be?

Political / Historical Questions. At least one of the below questions will be on the test. You should feel free to prepare an answer in advance or to wait until the day of the exam.

(1) Please compare and contrast Megoran’s description of local residents’ responses to Uzbekistan’s tough border policies with Baud’s theory of how national elites, local elites, and local residents interact to create border policies. Does Megoran’s case study support Baud’s theme or undermine it? [Be sure to support your arguments!]

OR

(2) [bookmark: _GoBack]Do you believe that uti possidetus should be used as the basis for deciding border disputes in Central Asia? Why or why not?
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