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1. GENERAL INFORMATION


1.1. What is anthropology?
Anthropology is a holistic, comparative, field based and evolutionary study of the human being. That is, anthropology relies on the findings of many various disciplines such as history, biology, psychology, sociology, political science, economics, linguistics and others in order to produce a holistic picture of human society and human life. Anthropology is comparative because it has to reveal similarities and differences in a wide range of human societies to be able to generalize what it means to be the human. Anthropology is based on fieldwork, short-term and long-term research experience with a specific group of people and their way of life. Finally, anthropology is evolutionary because it studies biological and cultural evolution of human beings, including human and cultural origins, their development and variety over time.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Robert H. Lavenda, Emily A. Schults.Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology. Second Edition, McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2003. PP. 2-3, 5.] 

Anthropology is traditionally divided into four subfields: cultural anthropology, biological anthropology, linguistic anthropology, and archaeology. Our department offers courses and advising in all four subfields of anthropology. At the same time, due to the current development of the interdisciplinary approach, such fields as Technology and International Development have been added to Anthropology as an essential specialties. Now our department is titled Anthropology, Urbanism and International Development Department at the American University of Central Asia 

1.2. What are the methodologies of anthropology?
Most anthropologists collect their data by doing fieldwork, short-term and long-term field research. Therefore, the main method of cultural anthropology is participant observation in which anthropologist lives and studies a culture in question. They believe that non-participant observation, or learning about another culture from a distance provides a more limited and distorted picture than participant observation. That is, participant observation is a distinguishing feature of research in cultural anthropology.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Miller] 

At the same time, being a holistic science, anthropology can apply and integrate methods of other social and natural fields such as history, biology, psychology, sociology, political science, economics, linguistics such as interview, survey, experiment, study of archives, discourse and content analysis.

1.3. What is Masters Thesis?
Masters thesis is the result of an independent research project written by the student during the Masters year of study. Masters thesis can be theoretical, experimental, or applied. It must be original and analytical, and state a clear thesis which is argued coherently and logically. Your thesis should draw together all those ideas and notions that you have been working with throughout your university career. You Masters thesis will culminate your studies and research activities at AUCA.[footnoteRef:4] [4: Surviving Your Masters Thesis: Planing, Writing and Defending your Diploma Work.A Guide for undergraduate students in Anthropology and Ethnology at the American University in Kyrgyzstan.American University of Central Asia.] 


1.4. Why should I write Masters Thesis?
Masters thesis is a requirement to graduate from AUCA. A Masters thesis is your first serious academic paper which demonstrates your general (English, written) and specific anthropological (reasoning, analysis, critical thinking, argumentation, etc.) skills that you have received during the two years of study at the American University of Central Asia. It allows evaluating the level of your maturity and professionalism. However, the main purpose of the Masters thesis is to help you learn how to write a solid research paper. Therefore, to write a Masters thesis is the best way to practice all the skills you have learned.

1.5. When should I begin my Masters Thesis?
	It is be better to start thinking and writing your Masters thesis during the first year of study. During the second semester of the first year of study, you must choose a topic, and then write a proposal and literature review on the topic. If you do this, you may conduct your fieldwork during summer vacation and start working with the data. 

1.6. What should my Masters Thesis include?

Title
Abstract
Acknowledgements
Contents
Introduction: 1-2 pages
Literature review: 15-20 pages
Methodology: 2-4 pages
Ethics: 1-2 pages
Findings: 20-30 pages
Discussion and analysis: 5-10 pages
Conclusion: 2-3 pages
Bibliography

1.7. How long should my Masters Thesis be?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are no limits on how many pages you have to write but you should try to keep it around 50-60 pages long excluding bibliography and appendixes. It should be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced, and margined. Clear and coherent writing is better than long-winded writing. MLA style is recommended to use. (The Modern Language Association (MLA) citation and format style).

1.8. In what language should my thesis be written?
At AUCA, Masters thesis should be written in English only.




2. SUPERVISOR AND READERS


2.1. When should I choose a supervisor?
The earlier is the better. It is advised to choose your supervisor during the second semester of the first year of study because you will be able to get some recommendations from him for writing literature review and conducting your fieldwork during summer holidays. However, it is not a requirement. This advice works for student who has already decided on their topic for Masters thesis. At the latest, you have to find your supervisor by October of your Masters year fall semester.

2.2. What is the role of my supervisor?
Your Masters thesis supervisor is responsible for a wide variety of things, from advising you on the topic, research question, methodology and structure to checking your writing. In general, you can expect your supervisor to: 
· Guide you through the process of selecting and defining a topic
· Make suggestions about literature
· Supervise the organization of your material and data
· Answer questions about the research and writing process
· Define methods of how to do your field research
· Review, revise, and edit drafts
· Provide information about logistics such as formatting and defense procedures
· Agree on deadlines and expect you to follow them

Remember that your Masters thesis is your independent work and as a Masters student you are expected to take responsibility for writing and completing it on time. You cannot wait until your supervisor gives you a topic, literature, formulate your research question, organize and write your thesis. The supervisor is the one who will be assisting you in your work but will not do it for you! Note: your Masters thesis supervisor will not grade your Masters thesis! I will be done by two readers appointed in the Masters year spring semester.

2.3. How often should I meet my supervisor?
It is important to remain in close contact with your supervisor. You should schedule regular weekly meetings throughout the year in order to discuss your progress. Establish deadlines and ask your advisor help you stick to them!

2.4. What is the role of my readers?
You will be also assigned two readers who will read and finally evaluate the final draft of your Masters thesis. It is advisable to discuss a range of possible readers with your supervisor. However, the final decision on both will be made by your supervisor! Your first and second readers should be appointed in the beginning of your Masters year spring semester.
Your readers play a lesser but also very important role in your thesis. Their task is to review your paper and grade it. These are the people who may not be familiar with you personally and didn’t witness the process you went through in your writing but who will read and finally evaluate the final draft of your Masters thesis, often based on its quality. Their grades will be considered during the final grading process of your Masters thesis. 



3. RESEARCH AND WRITING


3.1. How to choose topic?
The key to focused writing is focused thinking. You have to define your thesis topic specifically and clearly. Do brainstorming to choose a topic. Ask yourself:
· What topics am I interested in?
· What is the most interesting of them?
· Why do I want to study this?
· Why is it important?
· What do I want to find out as a result?

Remember that a good topic is contestable, non-self-evident, concise and specific.

3.2. Why do I have to write a thesis proposal?
Your proposal is a working document written on the topic you have chosen. It is shorter than Masters thesis, about 10 pages long. It serves two purposes: first, to establish a contact between you and your supervisor about the work you plan to do, and secondly, as a coherent plan for organizing your thoughts. You can revise and transform it as you are doing your research.
The thesis proposal should include the following: 
· Introduction to the study: topic and its importance
· Personal statement (Why have you chosen this topic?)
· Background to the problem (Has anyone worked on this question before?)
· Statement of research question
· Rationale for research and analysis (why does it matter?)
· Hypothesis or expectations
· Methods which you are planning to use
· Tentative chapter plan

The more effort you put into designing your thesis proposal, the easier it will be to write Masters thesis! 

3.3. How to do a fieldwork?
As it was mentioned earlier, cultural anthropologists collect their data by doing fieldwork,-term and long-term field research. Doing fieldwork requires going through the following stages:[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Miller] 

· Site and community selection
· Establishing rapport with the community
· Fieldwork methods and techniques
· Recording culture
· Data analysis
· Ethics and responsibility

The primary task for the student doing fieldwork as part of his Masters thesis is to decide what community and where he wants to conduct his fieldwork. Of course, the selection of the community and its location depend on the topic. However, it is wise to think about both when you are discussing the topic. Although you may have a basic idea of the community and the area where your fieldwork will take place, it is rather difficult to know it exactly until you go there. Talk to your Masters thesis supervisor and other people who are familiar with the community and place!
The next step is to establish rapport with the community under investigation. Gaining rapport involves trust on the side of the community studied and it depends on how you present yourself. Anthropological ethics requires that you inform your informants about yourself and the purpose of your research. Never lie about who you are and what research you are doing! Take an official letter from the university testifying that you are a student of AUCA doing your field research. Be respectful and polite with your informants!
The third stage is about techniques and methods used during the fieldwork. As it was discussed before, the main method of cultural anthropology is participant observation. However, holism of anthropology implies the use of other methods too, for example, interview (gathering data through questions or guided conversation), life history (portrait of a life experience narrated by the person), texts (oral stories, myths, plays, speeches), archives (resources on cultures in the past) and others.
Recording culture means that you have to take field notes. Field notes include daily logs, personal journals, description of events and the like. You should take notes each day! You may use dictaphones that allows recording accurately the information received but with the permission of informants. If you use dictaphones, you have to transcribe everything your recorded. Photographs, videos, films are also very helpful in catching detail during the fieldwork.
When the data are received, the question of data analysis is raised. Data analysis means to organize the data collected to present them. As a rule, researchers analyze qualitative data in qualitative terms, while quantitative analysis is used for quantitative data. There are no certain guidelines on how to do qualitative analysis of qualitative data. One approach is to classify qualitative data according to themes, regularities and other patterns. The analysis of quantitative data usually requires a computer and software packages that can perform statistical computations.
Anthropologists are supposed to follow the code of ethics, according to which they are required to inform their informants about the purpose, scope and possible consequences of their research. They have to protect the anonymity of the people they study unless they give permission to reveal their identities, especially on very sensitive issues.





4.	LITERATURE REVIEW


4.1. What is literature review? 
Literature review is not a summary of different sources. Literature review surveys scholarly articles, books and other sources (e.g. dissertations, conference papers, and journals) relevant to a particular problem, area of research, theories, providing a description and critical evaluation of each work.[footnoteRef:6] In the literature review you must identify key sources, key theories, major debates or problems related to the topic and major questions or problems addressed by others. [6: http://libguides.princeton.edu/c.php?g=84307&p=907383] 


4.2. How many sources should I include in the literature review and how do I choose them?
There are no special requirements about the amount of sources. The advice is to use not less than 20-30 resources. If you use more sources it is fine. 
To choose the resources is the most difficult part. You need to find the key words in the title of your Masters paper and search different sources which are close to your topic. You should not only look for books; you need to search articles, journals, and dissertations too.
In order to identify your key words, you have to (See the example):
· Think of synonyms for your search terms and try out different searches.
· Use a thesaurus or dictionary to find related or similar terms.
· Use main words ignoring articles, prepositions, or conjunctions as well as punctuation and capitalization.

Example:

Topic: Social Advertisement as a Strategy to Change Attitudes Toward Abortions
Key words:
· Social Advertisement: media, television, communication advertising, advertisement, ads, commercial, marketing
· Abortions: termination, miscarriage, maternity, pregnancy


[image: ]



4.3. Matrix (The information and example were taken from Writing and Speaking tutorial service)
You should remember that literature review is not a summary. Literature review is the synthesis of different ideas from books and papers you have chosen on the topic, and its purpose is to answer a research question. Your literature review should be organized according to subtopics discussed within the larger topic of your thesis.
In order to organize the information in the literature review, you may use the synthesis matrix. “The synthesis matrix is a chart that allows a researcher to sort and categorize the different arguments presented on an issue. Across the top of the chart are the spaces to record sources, and along the side of the chart are the spaces to record the main points of argument on the topic at hand. As you examine your first source, you will work vertically in the column belonging to that source, recording as much information as possible about each significant idea presented in the work (See the example).[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Writing A Literature Review and Using a Synthesis Matrix  https://writingcenter.fiu.edu/resources/synthesis-matrix-2.pdf] 



Example:

	Acculturation and acculturation results 
	The History and the meaning of acculturation concept
	Acculturation strategies  ( types) 
	Assumption of acculturation consequences ( results) 

	Barfield, T. J. (2000). The dictionary of anthropology. Cambridge, Mass: Blackwell.
	“acculturation is the process of culture change set in motion by meeting of two autonomous cultural systems, resulting in an increase of similarity of each to the other” (p.1)
	
	

	Plato & Bury, R. G. (1926). Laws. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press.

	"The intercourse of cities with one another is apt to create a confusion of manners;’’(p.338-339) 
	
	

	Redfield R., Linton R.,
Herskovits M.J.(1936)
Memorandum for the
Study of Acculturation.
American Anthropologist,
Vol. 38, No. 1, 149—152.

	“acculturation is evident when groups of individuals, having different cultures, come into continuous contact with the subsequent changes in the original cultural patterns of one or both groups.”
	
	· acceptance
· reaction 
· adaptation

	DeTocqueville, A. (1945). Democracy in America, Vol. 1 (P. Bradley, Ed.). New York: Vintage Books. (Original work published in 1835.)

	acculturation as the assimilation of these cultures to one another
	
	

	Hirano Kenichiro, Acculturation for Resistance
	
	
	· resistance 

	Berry, J. W. (1997). Immigration, acculturation, and adaptation. Applied Psychology, 46, 5-34.
	Acculturation phenomena result from contact between two or more cultures 
	
	

	Boas, F. (1940). The aims of ethnology. Reprinted in F. Boas, Race, language, and culture (pp. 626-638). New York: Macmillan. (Originally published in 1888.) 

	· “ It is not too much to say that there is no people whose customs have developed uninfluenced by foreign culture, that has not borrowed arts and ideas which it has developed in its own way.”
· Assimilation and acculturation are different 

	
	

	David L. Sam, John W. Berry (2010), Acculturation: When Individuals and Groups of Different Cultural Backgrounds Meet
	migration is the main reason of acculturation 
	
	

	Berry, J. W. (2005). Acculturation: Living successfully in two cultures. International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 29, 697-712.
	“assimilation is a form of acculturation”
	· integration 
· assimilation
· separation
· marginalization 
	

	Social Science Research Council. (1954). Acculturation: An exploratory formulation. American Anthropologist,
56, 973–1002.
	Cultural change 
	
	

	Dina Birman, (1994) Acculturation and human diversity in a multicultural society.
Human Diversity: Perspectives on People in Context, Chapter: 12, Publisher: Jossey Bass, Editors: E. Trickett, R. Watts, D. Birman, pp.261-284.
	
	
	· biculturalism 

	Herlitz G. Kulturgrammatik: hurdu ökardinförmågaattumgåsövergränserna / G. Herlitz. – Uppsala: Uppsala Publishing House AB, 2007. pp. 220.
	
	· isolation
· mimicry (invitation)
· accentuation 
	

	Kim, Y. Y. (1992, May). Development of intercultural identity. Paper presented at the annual conference of the International Communication Association, Miami FLA.
	….increasing interpersonal communication within the new host environment will result in increased acculturation. Interpersonal communication with those residents of the new host culture is expected to facilitate acculturation. "Ethnic communications" with those from the home basis culture are not expected to enhance intercultural identity
	
	




4.4. Work with the librarian
AUCA library is ready to help students. Therefore, you can ask not only your supervisor but also a librarian to help you in finding resources. If you want a librarian help, you need to find out the name of the librarian who is responsible for the students of Anthropology Department. In order to find the liaison librarian, you must visit www.library.auca.kg site, then go through all steps below.


1st step
[image: ]


2nd step
[image: ]


3rd step
[image: ]


4th step
[image: ]





5th step is to have a meeting with your liaison librarian. 

	4.5. What should I write in the introductory part of the literature review?
	The introduction should include a clear statement of the topic and its parameters. You should indicate why the research area is important, interesting, problematic or relevant in some way[footnoteRef:8]. The first requirement you need is to write a hook, then to define your topic and finally give your reasons. After that you have to review the literature and explain the organization of your literature review in groups. The introduction should be half or one page. [8: Writing a literature review  https://www.une.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/12177/WE_Writing-a-literature-review.pdf] 


	4.6. How do I organize the body part of literature review?
	The body part of literature review should consist of several groups. Because categories were mentioned in the introductory part, you must start to work with your first category, where you provide insight into the relation between your chosen topic and the wider subject area. The first part can be general but then you must make more narrow focus. When you finish the first category, you continue to write the second category using the same methods, from general to the specific focus. Please, do not forget to follow the chronological order. 



5.	STRUCTURE OF THE MASTERS THESIS


	5.1. Introduction
	This chapter should include your topic, its significance for anthropology or science in general, research questions, and the organization of your paper.
· Topic: What is the study about? 
· Significance: Why is your study worth doing? 
· Objectives: What research questions will you be addressing?
· Organization: What do you examine in each chapter? Briefly discuss the organization of your thesis.

	In order to describe why your study is significant, or worth doing, you may demonstrate what has already been done by other scholars. Revise the questions that earlier researchers have posed and the answers they have arrived at. Include the information answering the following questions:
· What are some of your basic findings?
· What conflicting evidence, contradictions, or gaps exist in the scholarship on your topic?


	5.2. Literature review
In some ways the literature review is a mini-paper within your larger thesis. Think about the way you will write and structure this mini-paper. Once you have selected your sources, consider the ideas that the sources represent. Find a focus that ties them all together, and look at the ways in which they might be organized to present a coherent survey that relates to your topic or research question. Here are some questions to ask yourself: 
· Do the sources all represent the same theme or issue or different ones? 
· Do they all use the same methodology or different ones? 
· Are they based on the same theoretical perspective or different ones? 
· Do they reveal a single trend or more than one trend? 
· Do they present one solution or different ones? 

These patterns will help you choose an appropriate organization for your literature review. 
· Write your focus. Write a thesis-like statement that encompasses all of your sources. What perspective do the sources you have chosen represent? 
· Decide on an organizational pattern for presenting the sources. What approach is the most effective way to present your sources? What are the main topics? What order should you use?

The following are some of the options to consider. 
· Thematic. Order your sources by topic or issue. Within a theme or topic, sources may or may not be organized chronologically. 
· Methodological. Order your sources by the methods used by the researcher rather than by the content. 
· Trend. Order your sources by date of publication (chronologically) if that order demonstrates an important trend.

Other sections you might include in your literature review: 
· Current Situation. Sometimes information on this may be needed to help readers understand the topic or focus of the literature review. 
· History. Chronological trends of the field or the literature that may be necessary to understand the literature review. 
· Methods and/or Standards. The criteria used to select or limit the sources in your literature review (e.g., only peer-reviewed articles, books).

	5.3. Methodology
	This can be a separate chapter, or a section in your introductory chapter. This is a decision you will make. A lot depends upon how complicated your methodology was and how central it is to your findings. It is important for the reader to know how you collected your data before he reads your results. 
Some issues you may discuss in this chapter or section include: 
· General information. Why did you choose a particular location or social setting for your research? How did you select "informants?" How did you secure permission and cooperation? What problems did you encounter in doing the research?
· Research problem and analysis. What lines of analysis or perspectives did you have at the start of the study? What questions were you attempting to answer? When and why did they change? At what point did you arrive at or formulate the design or shape of the study as it now exists?
· Data Gathering. What techniques did you use to gather your data? Why were they the appropriate ones to use? 
· Private reactions and biases. How did you feel about the community when you first arrived? What emotional stresses did you experience doing the research? Your thoughts may give the reader insight into your field work and how your experiences and background may have influenced the perspective you have adopted and possibly, your findings.

	5.4. Ethics
	In this part of the thesis you should reflect on the following questions:
· How did you maintain your primary responsibility to the people you are studying?
· Did you obtain clear consent from informants for the collection of information (some of which is going to be sensitive)?
· What did you do to insure a future access to the field?

	5.5. Findings and analysis
This section forms the heart of your thesis and should be subdivided into several topical chapters which correspond to your data and/or to your research objectives. 
In the chapter, you have to:
· Transport’ the reader to the group or setting that is the focus of the ethnography and this is achieved by good quality ethnographic description.
· Display your data that is done by the use of quotes/scenarios to represent them; vignettes (description of persons, events); description of cases; tables and charts.
· Represent facts and theories that must lead to a series of themed chapters exploring important issues concerning the ethnographic reality.

	5.6. Conclusion
	This may be a recap of your major findings, highlights of the most important points you wish to make. In other cases, it is a systematic discussion of the implications of your findings. It may also include some ideas for future research.

5.7. Appendix
Some material such as the interview schedule or questionnaire that you used during your research can be included into an appendix at the end of your thesis.

6. FORMATTING SAMPLES


Thesis must contain following: 
1. Cover Page
2. Abstract 
3. Acknowledgements (optional)
4. Table of Contents
5. List of Figures (if applicable)
6. List of Tables (if applicable)
7. Body of your thesis
8. Bibliography
9. Appendixes (if applicable)

[bookmark: _Toc474748316]Font and Spacing
The final paper must be typed and double-spaced with one-inch (2.54 cm) margins. The font size must be 12, the font type – Times New Roman. 

[bookmark: _Toc474748317]Page Numbers
All pages should be consecutively numbered and page numbers should appear in the bottom right hand corner of the pages. Footnotes should be numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals. The title page should not be numbered. Abstract, acknowledgements, table of contents, list of figures and list of tables should be numbered in lower case Latin numerals. The rest of the thesis beginning with the main text should be numbered with Arabic numerals. 

[bookmark: _Toc474748318]Style
The Modern Language Association (MLA) citation and format should be used for references and captions. 

[bookmark: _Toc474748319]Copies
Two copies with SOFT BIND must be submitted to the office manager on April 30th. The electronic copy must be sent to anthropology@auca.kg on the same day. After thesis is evaluated, two additional HARD-BIND copies must be submitted. Hard-bind copies must be in dark-green color cover with following wording on the spine in golden color 1) B.A. Anthropology, 2) year of graduation and 3) student surname and initials. No wording should be used on the front or back covers. Here is an example.  If you cannot find a publisher who can engrave words on the spine, you should print it out on paper and attach it to the spine using the transparent tape. 

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc474748320]6.1. Title page

5 spaces (font size 12)
TITLE OF YOUR THESIS (font size 14, bold, in small caps)
1 space (font size 12)
Ainur Palanchaeva (font size 13)
2 spaces (font size 12)
Submitted in total fulfillment of the requirements
of the degree of Bachelor of Arts (font size 13)
3 spaces (font size 12)
Department of Anthropology
American University of Central Asia (font size 13)
3 spaces (font size 12)
Bishkek 2012 (font size 13)

6.2. Abstract
The abstract of a Masters thesis is a brief summary of your work, stated in 100 to 150 words. Notice that the first line has no paragraph indentation. The abstract should give the reader a full perspective on the topic, beginning with a very short, one to two sentences literature review or background, proceeding through data collection procedures and ending with condensed versions of the findings and conclusions.
If the abstract is more than one paragraph long, the subsequent paragraphs are indented. The writer should keep in mind that this is a very difficult portion of the thesis to write because words must be chosen very carefully to convey the full content of the paper.

6.3. Acknowledgements
Your acknowledgements section should include a list of people you wish to thank (e.g., supervisor, readers, peers, friends and family). You should also acknowledge any financial support that you received for your research.[footnoteRef:9] [9: http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/faculties/arts-science/sociology/programs-courses/thesis-applications/Documents/Sociology%204096-4097%20Thesis%20Guide.pdf] 


6.4. Table of contents
Table of contents includes the list of headings and subheadings with page numbers. It will be good if you use the Table of Contents option provided by Microsoft Word, which can automatically update pages and changes in the titles and subtitles. Here is the link to instructions[footnoteRef:10]: [10:  https://support.office.com/en-us/article/Create-a-table-of-contents-in-Word-882e8564-0edb-435e-84b5-1d8552ccf0c0
] 


[image: ]


Example:
Contents
Introduction                                                                                                 4
Literature review                                                                                          6
· Magico-religious healings in Kyrgyzstan                                         7
· Acculturation concept as the obligatory factor of immigrants         12
· Discussion                                                                                         15
Methodology                                                                                                 17
· Methods                                                                                            17
· Ethical Considerations                                                                        18
Data                                                                                                               20
· Quantitative data                                                                               20
· Qualitative data                                                                                  21
Conclusion                                                                                                     30
References                                                                                                     32
Appendix A                                                                                                   34

6.5. Thesis chapters
The title page of each chapter ought to be clearly marked with a chapter number (and name, if desired).

6.6. Bibliography
All sources that are cited in the text are to be listed and included after the conclusion section of the Masters thesis.



7. ADDITIONAL TIPS ON WRITING MASTERS THESIS


	7.1. Useful literature for writing Masters thesis


Recommended literature:

Johnson, Janet Buttolph & Reynolds (2012). Political Science Research Methods (7th Ed.). Washington, DC: CQ Press
Lipson, C. (2005) How to Write a B.A. Thesis: A Practical Guide from Your First Ideas to Your Finished Paper. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
King, Keohane & Verba (1994), Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., and P. Albanese. (2012). Making Sense: A Student’s Guide to Research and Writing. Don Mills, Ontario: University Press
Symbaluk, D. (2006). Guide to Success in Social Science: Writing Papers and Exams. Toronto: Nelson
Van E, Stephen (1997.) Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press 
Winkler, A. and J. Metherell (2012). Writing the Research Paper: A Handbook. Boston: Allyn and Bacon


Electronic resources:

Manual for the Formatting of Graduate Dissertations and Theses https://www.utoledo.edu/graduate/files/APA_Samples_V4.pdf
Sociology and Anthropology Thesis Guide 2010-2011 http://www.swarthmore.edu/Documents/academics/soan/ThesisGuide10-11.pdf
A Guide to Writing a Masters Thesis in Social Studies http://writingproject.fas.harvard.edu/files/hwp/files/soc_stud_sr_thesis_2013.pdf
Honor thesis guidelines http://www.nipissingu.ca/academics/faculties/arts-science/sociology/programs-courses/thesis-applications/Documents/Sociology%204096-4097%20Thesis%20Guide.pdf


Literature on qualitative methods:

Becker, H. (1998). Tricks of the Trade: How to Think About Your Research While Doing It. Chicago: University of Chicago Press 
Berg, B. (1995). Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences. Boston: Allyn and Bacon Charmaz, K. (2006. Constructing Grounded Theory: A Practical Guide Through Qualitative Analysis. London : Sage
Glaser, B. and A. Strauss.(1967). The Discovery of Grounded Theory: Strategies for Qualitative Research. New York : Aldine De Gruyter
Hammersley, M. (1998). Reading Ethnographic Research. New York: Routledge
Jorgensen, D. 1989. Participant Observation: A Methodology for Human Studies. London: Sage 
Packer, M. (2011). The Science of Qualitative Research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.


7.2. Useful transitional words and glossary

Transitional words:
1. In order to 
2. In other words 
3. To put it another way
4. That is to say
5. To that end
6. Moreover 
7. Furthermore
8. What’s more
9. Likewise
10. Similarly 
11. Another key to remember 
12. As well as
13. Not only …. But also
14. Coupled with 
15. Firstly, secondly, thirdly 
16. Not to mention
17. However 
18. On the other hand
19. Having said that
20. By contrast 
21. Despite this 
22. With this in mind 
23. Nevertheless 
24. For instance 
25. To give an illustration 
26. In conclusion
27. Above all
28. Persuasive
29. Compelling 
30. All things considered 


Glossary of anthropological terms[footnoteRef:11]: [11: http://harrisjonesanthropology.com/downloads/anthropological-terms-v1.0.pdf] 


Animism is the concept that non-human entities such as plants, animals and inanimate objects possess a spirit or spiritual energy.
Acculturation is the process of cultural change that occurs when cultures meet. This can be seen at group levels, with changes to culture and customs such as language and clothing, and at individual levels with not just daily behavior but also psychology and physical well-being. See also enculturation and transculturation.
Assimilation is the process in which a culture changes to resemble another, or is culturally dominated by another society. 
Biopolitics is the concept used to examine the strategies through which human life processes are managed under authority over knowledge, power and subjectification.
Biopower is the power of the body of a subject. It used to describe the power of nation states to regulate subjects through institutions such as public health in order to control populations.
Consanguinity literally means “blood relation”; is being descended from the same ancestor as another, considered part of the same kinship as another person.
Diffusion is the spread of cultural traits from one society or ethnic group to another. Even though a trait is transferred, the meaning may not remain the same in the receiving group. 
Discourse is the use of written or spoken language in a social context. Discourses unavoidably affect the way we think, for example, two noticeable discourses can be used when talking about various activist groups, describing them as either “freedom fighters” or “terrorists”. So in essence, the discourse decides the vocabulary and expressions needed to communicate about the world around us, they provide the social boundaries that decide what statements should be used for specific topics.
Emic and Etic are two distinct viewpoints in field research. Emic is the perspective of the subject (within the social group) and etic is the perspective of the observer (outside the social group).
Enculturation is the process by which people learn the cultural traits and values necessary for their surrounding culture. If enculturation is considered the process of learning one’s first cultural values, acculturation could be considered the learning of the second, and so on. See also acculturation and transculturation. 
Ethnocentrism is judging another culture based on the values and standards of one’s own culture. There is usually a feeling of superiority of one’s own culture above others for example people from a monogamous society may consider polygamy immoral and unnatural.
Ethnocide is deliberate and systematic destruction of the culture of an ethnic group.
Ethnography is the study of a culture through fieldwork and first hand observation. Ethnography also refers to the books etc. that record these experiences. 
Ethnology is the branch of anthropology that analyses and compares different cultures and the relationships between them. Ethnology also considers the historical development of cultures, looking for similarities and differences between them.
Globalization is the gradual emergence of a single global economic system and simultaneous decrease of cultural and political differences. Globalization would result in the merging of separate political entities whilst the power and influence of international institutions would grow. 
Heterogeneous Society is the society which consists of many different ethnic groups, languages/dialects, social classes and cultural traditions. The United Kingdom or Canada are examples of heterogeneous societies. See also homogeneous society. 
Holism is the concept that humans can only be understood as part of a whole; an analysis of society as a whole rather than as individual components.
Homogeneous Society is the society which consists of people who share the same ethnicity, cultural traditions, language etc. Most small-scale societies are homogeneous. See also heterogeneous society.
Informant is someone who is knowledgeable about their own culture and agrees to communicate this knowledge with an observer. Usually a close, trusting relationship between an anthropologist and their informants.
Intersectionality is the study of overlapping social identities and systems such as domination, discrimination and oppression. The theory suggests that cultural categories such as class, gender and age interact on multiple, simultaneous levels. 
Kinesics is the interpretation of body motion communication such as gestures and facial expressions (otherwise called body language).
Kinship is the connection by ancestry, marriage or adoption; culturally defined relationships that make up an important part of most peoples’ lives.
Matrilineal Descent is the system by which an individual is considered to belong to the descent group of the mother. See also patrilineal descent and unilineal descent.
Modal Behavior is the behavior patterns that are statistically more common, which vary between societies. People who do not follow these patterns fall outside the social normative. 
Moiety is one of two units into which a community is divided by unilineal descent (see unilineal descent below). Moieties have obligations to each other such as providing marriage partners. 
Patrilineal Descent is the system by which an individual is considered to belong to the descent group of the father, also known as “agnatic descent”. See also matrilineal descent and unilineal descent. 
Pidgin Language is a grammatically simplified mode of communication that forms between two or more groups that do not share a common language. Pidgin is usually a simplified primary language with elements of other languages included that may be built from words, sounds and body language. Fundamentally, pidgin is a form of impromptu language that allows communication between groups that do not share a common language for the purpose of trade etc.
Proxemics is the study of human spatial requirements and the effects that population density has on communication, behavior and social interaction. 
Reciprocity is a social rule that suggests upon receipt of a gift, one should repay with goods, services or favors in a culturally appropriate manner. This allows the creation and maintenance of bonds between people, and the failure to reciprocate could end the reciprocal relationship. An adequate response is necessary but doesn’t have to be mathematically equal. 
Socialization is the lifelong process of acquiring social norms, customs, values and ideologies. The culture is learned as well as the roles that individuals are required to fulfil.
Stimulus Diffusion is the process through which a culture receives an element from another, but gives it a new and unique form. 
Stratified Sample is the sample of the population divided into distinct subgroups (strata), then random or systematic sample is drawn from each group.
Subsistence Pattern is the method used by a society to acquire its food resources, for example foraging or pastoralism. May be influenced by the natural environment and ecology of the surrounding region.
Syncretism tis he incorporation of traditional and introduced, often contradictory, cultural elements or beliefs. By merging originally discrete traditions asserts an underlying unity and allows for an inclusive approach to other cultures. 
Transculturation is the transition from one culture to another, which encompasses both the acquiring another culture and the losing of a previous culture merged together, in addition to the creation of new cultural phenomena. See also acculturation and enculturation. 
Unilineal Descent is tracing kinship through only a single line of ancestors (of one gender). See also matrilineal descent and patrilineal descent.

	7.3. Analyzing the best Masters Thesis
There is a very useful exercise which helps you to understand the structure of the Masters thesis. You need to ask your supervisor to give you the best Masters thesis to read. Read it and fill out the form below.

	Elementss
	Questions
	Answers

	Title
	What is it? What do you notice about it? 
	

	Background
	How much of the project seems to be devoted to background information as opposed to analysis of evidence? What do you notice about where the writer presented background information (e.g., is it in one spot or sprinkled throughout the project)? 
	

	The research question or problem
	What is it—and where? How easy was it to find? What do you notice about it?
	

	Significance of the problem/question
	What is the wider significance of the question/problem? Where is it described?
	

	Literature review
	Where is it (it may occur in more than one spot)? How long is it? What else do you notice about it?
	

	Methodology
	What are the writer’s methods? Where are they described? What else do you notice about them?
	

	Chapter plan
	What is it? How did the writer conceive of the chapters (e.g., chronologically, thematically, by text)? 
	

	Personal statement
	If there’s a personal statement, where is it? What do you notice about it?
	

	Bibliography
	What do you notice about its length and contents (e.g., what’s the ratio of books to journal articles, of secondary sources to primary sources)? 
	




	7.4. The main grammar tips

Articles:
	A/an
	The 

	1) Count nouns only
2) A “kind” of something (Adj + noun)
3) 1st time mentioned (other person does not know it yet 
4) Just one of many in the world (“one”) 
5) Exclamation!!!!
6) # = 1
7) Some expressions of amount ( a lot of, a number of, a few, a little) 
	1) Count and non-count 
2) Special in the world 
a) Only one (ie. Pacififc Ocean)
b) Some museums, stores , etc.
3) We both know which one we are talking about 
4) Order (1st, last, etc.) 
5) Superlative (‘est’ , ‘most’)
6) Mentioned before
7) We know exactly which one (of/from/which/ that/who/ where/ etc.)
8) “The” same as…. The whole 




Conditional tenses in English:

Now – If simple past, would/could +verb 1
Example: If I had 1.000.000, I would buy a house.

Future – If simple present, any future verbs 
Example: If I pass the exam, I am going to celebrate it.

Past with past result – If past perfect, would/could +have +pp
Example: If they had studied for the exam, they would have passed it.
Past with present result – If past perfect, would/could +verb 1 
Example: If they had studied for the exam, they would be happy today.

Usually/Habitual action –If simple present, simple present.
Example: If I watch scary movies, I cover my eyes at the scary parts. 




















9. ADVICES FROM GRADUATES


Alyona Faletskaya, a graduate of 2005:

This tip was given to me by one of my favorite professors and it stuck with me”, - she told. When selecting and deciding on a topic for your thesis, choose something that you are passionate about. It will be essential for you, especially at a time when you feel drained in the process, when it seems that you are not getting anywhere, find yourself at a loss and maybe even confused.
I found it very helpful. I know, being a student and being under the pressure of finishing all the academic credits, due exams on top of the pressure of writing a thesis can be stressful and that is why it is good to start mapping out areas of interest earlier on, maybe the end of junior year and latest the beginning of your final year.
Try to identify what topics you are passionate about and narrow it down. How do you do it? Expose yourself by reading, by having conversations, by participating in conferences and presentations. Stimulate your thinking. Stretch and expose yourself to the world around. Meet people, learn how to have meaningful and constructive conversations, learn how to ask good questions. Knowing your passion will help you to finish the task. It will help you to reach your thesis defense day.
 
Another helpful tip:
During the writing of one’s thesis he has been aware of the question: “So what?” As you have defined and narrowed your passion and academic topic of interest, you are all good to set on a several months journey of getting into the nuts and bolts of it. You spend many hours of reading your sources, taking and transcribing your interviews, constructing and editing your paragraphs, writing and rewriting pages. You are passionate about it! That’s good.
SO WHAT? Should I also be? Why? Professors can get bored over hundreds of undergraduate thesis papers. Fellow students can be overwhelmed with the load of the final year and nearing exams. Visiting guests and professors…can you catch their attention with your topic? Why any of the above people would want to spend their precious time on reading your paper? Are you posing some meaningful questions with innovative and unique insights? Will your paper have a potential for further studies that will improve the local community or maybe advance the needs of a particular group in a high risk? Can this research paper impact or challenge at least one person? It is already a good work!
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