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AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL ASIA
Fall 2019
GRADUATE WRITING, THINKING AND LEARNING
Syllabus
Instructor: Assist. Prof. Dr. Jiydegul ALYMIDIN KYZY
______________________________________________________________________________
Office	: 415								Office hours: 
Tel	: +996 (312) 915000 						Friday	15:00-17:00
E-mail	: alymidin_j@auca.kg
______________________________________________________________________________

Course description:
Graduate Writing, Thinking and Learning is a six-credit course designed to assist students in developing writing skills with a focus on understanding the underlying principles of research and citation and beginning to apply these in discipline-appropriate assignments, recognizing and producing lexical, grammatical and rhetorical features appropriate to the academic genre. In this course, students will develop their critical reading and critical thinking skills which allow an effective transition from reading to academic writing; will hone their reasoning skills through engagement with a specific topic; and sharpen their writing skills through multiple drafts of papers with substantial feedback from their peers and their instructor. It is intended for all AUCA graduate students who need to and who wish to enhance their ability to write effectively at the graduate level.

Course objectives:
By the end of the term, students will be able to:
1. Identify academic genres (summary, research essay, book or critical review, literature review, etc.) and develop research and writing strategies appropriate to the genres
2. Identify and narrow a research topic
3. Use the AUCA library catalog to find relevant articles, books, and online resources in their field 
4. Create an editing guide to improve your writing and researching academic papers 
5. Use specific language to develop an idea  
6. Use reporting language to refer to outside evidence 
7. assess their own writing for patterns of errors that come up frequently
8. Produce an Annotated Bibliography that summarizes and reflects on a narrowed collection of sources
9. write a critical review and literature review
10. paraphrase and summarize effectively
11. Critically evaluate and describe data presented in a table or figure
12. Be able to identify and avoid plagiarism 

Tentative Schedule
	
Week
	
Date
	
Content
	
Activity
	
Assignment


	1
	Sept. 2 - 6
	Introduction
	Academic Writing Quiz 
Course overview
E-course registration
	Read through Course description. Write down any questions you have.

	2
	Sept. 9 - 13
	An approach to academic writing
	Audience-Purpose and Genres
of Academic Writing
	Browse textbooks
Do the Tasks in Ch.1
Swales & Feak U1. Bailey  Ch.1

	3
	Sept. 16-20
	Exploring, planning and revising
	Harris & Pilz, pp.229-232
Hacker & Sommers,. pp.3-30

	Find a topic for your research
Submit a research question


	4 
	Sept. 23-27
	Finding sources
	Harris & Pilz, pp.232-242
Bailey pp.11-18
	Find and bring 3 articles related to your area of research

	5
	Sept.30-4
	Critical reading

	Reading methods, Critical reading vs. critical thinking

	Read and do the exercise on page 28-29 in Bailey
Bailey pp.19-30, Shields pp.77-90

	6
	Oct. 7-11
	Avoiding plagiarism
	Types of plagiarism. Ways of avoiding it.
	Read Bailey pp.30-35

	
7
	Oct. 14-18
	Paraphrasing
	Elements of effective paraphrasing. Techniques for paraphrasing.
	Read Bailey pp.50-55

	
8
	Oct. 21-25

	Summarizing
	Careful use of Synonyms
	Read Swales & Feak U.5
Bailey pp.56-61

	9
	Oct. 28-Nov.1
	Writing critiques
	Book reviews, reaction papers, article evaluation

	Submit a summary/response

	10
	Nov. 4 -8          No classes                           Fall  Break

	
11
	Nov. 11-15
	Citations & references
	MLA vs APA style
Bailey pp.62-69
	Submit 5 properly referenced quotes and 5 paraphrases (indicating the original passages)

	
12
	Nov. 18-22
	Data commentary
	Strengths of claim, Structure of Commentary, Hedging
Swales & Feak U.4 pp.139-183
	Tasks: 
Read the article about Hedging

	
13
	Nov. 25- Nov.29
	Constructing a research paper I
	Types of articles, Method sections, Result sections
Swales & Feak U.7 pp. 277-326
	
Tasks in  U. 7 pp.327-389

	
14
	Dec. 2-6
	Constructing a research paper II
	Creating a research space, Discussion sections, Swales & Feak U. 8 pp.327-389
	
Tasks in  U. 8 pp.327-389

	15
	Dec. 9-13

	Submitting and Presenting Literature Reviews

	

	
Final Exam



[bookmark: _GoBack]It is intuitive, therefore, that the fundamental dichotomy in theory and practice is inevitably exacerbated and irrevocably confounded by the underlying quixotic       		nature of nursing lecturers’.                       
Resources:
1. Swales, J.M. and Feak, K.B. (2012). Academic Writing for Graduate Students (3rd ed.). University of Michigan Press ELT
2. Bailey, S. (2011). Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students (3rd ed.). Routledge
3. Hacker D., Sommers, N. (2016) Rules for Writers (8th ed.). Bedford/St. Martin's
4. American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.)
5. Shields, M. (2010). Essay Writing: A Student's Guide. Sage
6. Harris, M and Pilz, J. (1997). Prentice Hall Canada Reference Guide to Grammar and Usage (2nd ed.). Ontario: Prentice Hall Allyn and Bacon Canada Scarborough
7. Shannon, S. L. (2011). A Guide to Academic and Scholarly Writing, Oveido, FL: Baldwin Book Publishing FL
Assessments:
Assignments (Res. Quest., Summary, Quat&Paraphr., Reference list)		40	
Summary/Reaction Paper 								10
Review of Literature									30
Participation										10
Portfolio										10

Academic Integrity Policy 
Honesty and trust among students and between students and faculty are essential for a strong, functioning academic community. Consequently, students are expected to do their own work on all academic assignments, tests, projects, and research/term papers. Academic dishonesty, whether cheating, plagiarism, or some other form of dishonest conduct may result in failure for the work involved. Here are examples of academic dishonesty:

· Cheating - Intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise. The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for credit. 

· Facilitating academic dishonesty - Intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another to violate a provision of academic integrity. 

· Plagiarism - The deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of another person as one's own without acknowledgment. 

Course policy and class rules 
1.  Prepare all daily assignments before coming to class. Daily preparation and doing the assignments will increase your achievement. 
2.  Phone: switch your mobile off or turn it to silent.
3.  Assignments: late homework WILL NOT be accepted. 
4.  If you miss a class, do see another student or me for info about what we focused on. 
5.  Chatting: No chatting when teacher or others are talking 
6. Attendance is a university policy and mandatory. If unjustified absences exceed 30%, a student automatically gets an “F” and is not allowed to take the Final Test.
7.  Punctuality: Students are expected to arrive on time, be prepared, and remain until the end of class. 
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